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I long ic the Bi- 
hop of St. David's 

l preſented to Tour Ma- 
jeſty bis Vindicati- 
on; as I would have 
done this my Defence, 


af J had known how to get Acceſs 
71 Tour Royal Preſence. 
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= T he Biſhop is for making Tour 
. Majeſty the Arbitreſs of our Con- 
troverſy, which I conſent to; and he 
talks of Tour ſingular Qualifications 
to preſide at it, which J as certainly 
believe, as that a Biſhop will not Ihe 
nor flatter. | 


Had I known before of Tour Ma- 
jeſty's Abilities at this Controver ſy, 
1 ſhould have gone near to have ap- 
plauded 1 ou for them 5 and the World 
world readily have believed my Praiſes 
of Tau to be juſt, becauſe 1 had no 
[ Biſbopric nor Tranllation in View 
for them. | 


Y i 


The DEDICATION. 


I Your Majeſty: bas no extraorde- 
nar y 7 alent at t 25 Controver ſy, I 
truſt, Ton are wiſer than to think 
the better of Tour ſelf. for the Bi- 
ſhop's Complement. Toull not be vam; 
tho he is fulſome. 8 


But the Biſhop, Madam, has done 
me wrong. He would W that 
I am diſaffecled to the King's Title 
and Government; which is entirel 
falſe. T Love and Honour Tour whole 
Royal Family, and often pray for 
Tour Majeſty too, without Pay, 
which is more than any Biſhop in 
England has done for Tou. 


1 And what ate my Prayers for 
Tour Majeſty ? That God may pro- 
long Tour Pays to the Comfort of 


Tour Royal Progeny, and the Joy o 
theſe Nations; That the Kalt, 2 
Tour Life may be uninterrupted by 
Enemies and Misfortunes ; and That + 
after 


The D: Soto 


after a good. old Age, when Life is 


10 longer ul rable th the happyeſt 
Princes, You may be transferr d to 


4 dae and immortal Crown of 
Tory. T his 15 the bearty and 2 V0-. 


luntary — . 
1 
London, Tur M a Ar s 
September 5 
. = moſt humble, 
moſt obedient; 


and faithful Servant; 


Thomas Woolſton. 
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DiscouksEs on Miracles. 


Laſt, one Volume of Bi- 
ſhop Smalbroke's mountain- 
ous Work, that the Preſs a 
has been ſo long pregnant 
with, is brought forth: And 
don't doubt, but it anſwers 
the Expectations of the Clergy, who will 
extol it to the Skies, and applaud it to the 


Populace, as an abſolute Confutation of my 
B Diſcourſes ; 


li 
i! 
it, 7 


Diſcourſes; but I would adviſe them, if it 
be not too late, not to be too profuſe in 


their Commendations of it, for fear that 


an Occaſion ſhould be given them to bluſh 
for their want of Judgment. We have 
had Inſtances of Books before now (and 
one very remarkable, in the Caſe of Boyle 
againſt Bently) that have met with a ge- 
neral Approbation, till they have been ſift- 
ed into, and upon Examination found 
empty; and it is not impoſſible, but this 
of the Biſbop before us, may meet with the 


ſame Fate. 


I had conceived a great Opinion of this 
Biſbop's Learning and Abilites, and, if he 
had not ſent (a) two ſimple Harbingers 
before-hand, ſhould have been ſo appre- 


henſive of his Acuteneſs, that nothing, but 


a thorough Perſuaſion of the Goodneſs of 
my Cauſe, and of my Power to defend it, 
could have kept me from Flight before 
him. But I ſtand my Ground, and ſhall, 
againſt greater Adverſaries than this Biſhop, 
who has more weakly and maliciouſly at- 
tack'd me, than cou'd have been expected 
from one of his reputed Candour and 
Learning; and given me greater Advan- 
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(v) His Sermon before the Societies for Reformation; 
and his Charge to the Clergy, 


tages 


2 | 
tages to inſult and triumph over him, than 
I could wiſh or deſire. + | 
Many other little Wh;flers in Divinity 
have before attack d me with their Sqruibs 
and Squirts from the Preſs, but I deſpiſed 
them all, as unworthy of my particular 
Regard and Notice, reſerving my ſelf for 
Defence againſt this Biſhop's grand Aſſault; 
when, by the by, I might have an Op- 
portunity to animadvert on one or other 
of them. Some of theſe Whifflers, like 
Men of Honour, have ſet their Names to 
their Works; others very prudently have 
concealed their Names, which, upon the 
beſt Enquiry I could make, I have not 
been able to diſcover, or I had given them 
a Rebuke for their Impudence and Slan- 
ders. It may be wonder'd, that any 
lemical Authors, eſpecially when they 
write on the orthodox and eſtabliſh'd Side 
of the Queſtion, ſhould conceal them- 
ſelves, and that they are not tempted with- 
the Hopes of Reward and Applauſe to 
make themſelves known. I will ſay what 
I think here, that it's never Modeſty in 
ſuch anonymous Authors (for we Scriblers 
in Divinity, whatever we may pretend, 
have always a good Conceit of our ſelves) 
but Apprehenſions of a ſharp Reply to 
their Diſhonour. And this is the true Rea» 
ſon, why ſome of my Adverfaries induſtri- 
B 2 ouſly 


141 
ouſly conceal AI knowing that 
they are guilty of wilful and malicious 
Lies and Calumnies, which 1 ſhould cha- 
ſtiſe them tor. But, as their Names are 
ſuppreſt, they know, it's to no Purpoſe 
for me to expoſe their Malice, becauſe no 
body can be put to ſhame for it. | 

The Biſhop of St. David's acts here a 
more glorious Part: He comes not behind 
me, like other Cowards, to give me a ſe- 
cret Knock on the Pate, but like a coura- 
gious Champion, looks me in the Face, 
and admoniſhes me to ſtand upon my 
Guard. I his is bravely done in him! And 
{ have no Fault to find, but that he is pro- 
viding himſelf with Seconds in the Con- 
troverſy, I mean the Civil Poꝛvers, and call- 
ing upon then to deſtroy me, before the 
Battle is well begun, and whether he gets 
the better of me or not. This is not fair- 
ly nor honourably done of the Biſbop, and 
I have Reaſon to complain of it. Tho' I 
think my ſelf equal, if not ſuperior in the 
Diſpute, to any of our Biſhops, yet I am 
not a Match for the King's Power, neither 
would I lift up my Hand, or uſe my Pen 
againſt him for all the World. If the Bi- 
ſbop will yield to a fair Combat, and deſire 
the Civil Authority to ſtand by and ſee 
fair Play between us, I will engage with 
him upon any Terms. But to make the 

„„ vil 


c mae 
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„ 
Civil Powers Parties in our Quarrel, and 
to beſpeak them, right or wrong, to fa- 
vour his Side, is intolerable, and what we 
ſpiritual Gladiators ought to abhor and de- 
teſt, 1 | 

I liked the Biſbop, when he propoſed to 
the Queen to be Arbitreſs of our Contro- 
verſy. As I will not here queſtion her 
Qualifications to judge in it, ſo the firſt 
Opportunity I have of waiting on her Ma- 


jeſty, I will 3916 my Requeſts to her to ac- 


cept of the Trouble and Office. After ſhe 
has fix'd the Terms of Diſputation, and 
thought of a proper Reward for the Vic- 
tor, or a Puniſhment for the Conquer d, then 
will we proceed, and either diſpute the 
Matter from the Preſs, or ſcold it out in 
the Queen's Preſence, as ſhe ſhall think it 
molt conducive to the Edification of her- 
ſelf, and of her Court-Ladies. | 
But the Biſbop's Propoſal here, and Com- 
pliment on the Queen, is but the Copy of 
his Countenance. He'll ſubmit to no Ar- 
bitration ; No, no, he's for having the Ci- 
vil Powers to be immediate Executioners 
22 further hearing what I have to 
ay for my ſelf) of his Wrath and Ven- 


geance upon me. He's for having them to 


take it for granted, that he has proved me 
an Infide] and Blaſphemer, and would have 
them to inflit ſome exemplary Puniſh- 

ment 


— 
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ment upon me, ſo as to incapacitate me for 


ever writing more. Wherefore elſe does 


he ſay thus? (5) © Indeed a more proper 
« Occaſion cannot poſſibly happen in a 
Nation, where Chriſtianity is eſtabliſn'd 
&< by human'Lews, to invigorate the Zea] 
« of the Magiſtrate, in putting the Laws 
„ain Execution againſt ſo flagrant a Sort 
« of Profaneneſs, that tramples with ſuch 
« Indignity on the Grounds of the Chri- 
* tian Faith; and to convince the World 
that the Miniſter of that God, who is fo 


highly affronted, bears not the Sword in 


% vain. And certainly the Higher Pow- 
ers have great Reaſon to exert their Au- 
* thority on this and the like Occaſions. 

I was aſtoniſt*d at this Paſſage, with 
fome others, in the Biſhop's Dedication, and 
could hardly believe my Eyes when I read 
it; that a Scholar, a Chriſtian, and a Pro- 
teſtant Biſhop, ſhould breath ſo much 
Fury and Fire for the kindling again of 
Smithfield Faggots! That any Thing of 
human Shape ſhould fo thirſt after that 
Deſtruction of another, which would turn 
to the Ruin of his own Reputation and 
Honour ! Does the Biſhop believe that he 
has clearly confuted me, or does he not? 


_ — — 


(5) In his Dedication, 
| If 


LEY 
If he believes, and others know that T am 
abſolutely confuted, then there's an End 
of the Commovetly, the Danger of my 
blaſphemous Books 1s over ; and why ſhould 
I undergo any Puniſhment, which would 
move the Compaſſion of many, and give a 


greater Reputation to my Writings than 


they do deſerve ? Does the Biſbop think he 
has confuted me? This is Honour and 
Triumph enough to him; who, of all 
Men, ſhould not defire me to be other- 


wiſe puniſh'd, for fear of getting the Cha- 


racter of a mercileſs and implacable Con- 
ueror. Am I in my own Opinion con- 
fred and baffled? This would be Pain 
and Mortification enough, even worſe than 
Death. For, however we polemical Vi- 
ters may pretend a Readineſs to part with 
our Errors upon Conviction, as if we 
could eaſily yield to our Adverſaries, yet 
it goes to the Hearts of us to be out- done 
in Reaſon and Argument. As it is ſaid 
of Biſbop Stilling fleet, that, being ſenſible 
of his Inſufficiency to contend with Mr. 
Lock, he grieved and pined away upon it: 
So I. upon Suppoſition the Biſhop of St. 
David's has confuted me, muſt not onl 
neceſlarily afflict my ſelf, but undergo the 
Shame of the Reproaches of the People, 
for my wicked and impotent Efforts to 
ſubvert their Religion: And what would 


the 


* 

the Biſbop have more? He could deſire no 
more, if he had abſolutely confuted me: 
But it's plain he dares not truſt to his own 
Confutation of me; it's plain he's afraid 
of, what he is conſcious may be made, a 
ſmart Reply to him, and therefore he calls 
upon the Civil Magiſtrate for his Help to 
prevent it. 

After that the Biſbop of London had 
publiſh*d his Paſtoral Letter, and it was 
reported that the Biſhop of St. David's was 
preparing a ſtrenuous Vindication of the 
litteral Story of Feſus's Miracles, I con- 
cluded that the Proſecution would imme- 
diately be dropp'd, and that the Clergy 
were Fade themſelves to that Chriſtian, 
Rational, and Philoſophical Courſe of Con- 
futation, and would no longer make uſe 
of Perſecution, which is the Armour of 
hot, furious, and ignorant Bigots. And 
there is one Paſſage in the . Paſto- 
ral Letter, which I interpreted as a Grant 
of full Liberty; but, whether I am apt 


to miſtake the Senſe of the Fathers of the 


Primitive Church or not, I find I did miſ- 
conſtrue the Words of a Father of our 
Engliſp Church, and turn'd them to ano- 
ther and better Purpoſe than he aim'd at. 
His Words are theſe (c)“ And as to the 


*— ä 
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e] Page 35, 
(e) Page 35 « blaſ- 
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Ry THO 

lap benvur manner, in Which & late 
« Writer has faken rhe Liberty to treat 
% out Saviour's Miracle, and the Authôr 
« of them: cho Fam far from-Contend= 
ing, that the, Grounds of the Chriſtiin 
Religion, and the Dockrines of it, m 
„ not be diſcaſs'd at all Tünes ina calm, 
«« decent, and ſerious Way (on the cen 
« trary, Lam ſure that the more fully 
„they are diſcuſs d, the more firmly they 
« wilt ſtand) yet L cattho© büt think it 
the Duty & the Civit Magiſtrate, at 
** all, Times, to take Cite that Religion 
be nat tteated in à lr, or ce proachs 
„ ful Manner, and Veffectu diy to difcout 
„ rage ſuch Books atid Writings 4s. ſtrike 
« equally at the Foundation of all Relis 
„ gion, Gen What the -Biſbop>-of L 
here ſays, of his thinting it the Diſiy of 
the Civil Mapiſftrate at all Times, to take 
Care that ReNivion be. not treated in n lu. 
dicrous manner, I underſtsod as an Excuſe 
for what he had done in ſtirring up the 
Civil Mxgiſtrate to a Proſecution” of me; 
and that now, like 4 Philoſopher, he w3s 
for letting Truth and Religion to take its 
Courſe, and for leaving, it to a free Dif 


cuſſion, whether in a ludicrous or in 4 


calm, decent or ſerious Way. But I con- 
fels, IL have miſtaken the Biſhop's Words, 
finding by Experience, that (for all the 

GC natural 
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natural Import of his Expreſſion, that Li- 
berty ſhould be uſed to diſcuſs the Grounds 
of Religion in a ſerious Manner) he'll no 
more ſuffer it, if he can help it, to be con- 
teſted in a ſerious, than in a ludicrous 
Way; - wherefore elſe did he move for the 
Proſecution. of a late London Journal, 


which was all calm, decent, and ſerious - 


Argument, And the Biſhop of St. Davids 
his furious Dedication now, confirms me 
in this Opinion, that our Clergy (for all 
their preaching up Liberty with as much 
Force and Strength of Reaſon as any Men, 
and for all their Invitations to Infidels, to 
ſay and print their worſt againſt Chriſti- 
anity) will by no means, if they can hin- 
der it, ſuffer any Attacks to be made upon 
their Religion, nor ceaſe their Importuni- 
ties and Sollicitations of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate to Perſecution. Bleſſed be God, the 
Biſhops are not my Judges as well as my 
Accuſers, or I know, what would become 
of me. | N 

Mr. Atkinſon, a little Writer againſt me, 
ſays, (d) “ That I call the pretended Di- 
«« vines of the Church my Proſecutors, 
«« when they were not my Proſecutors. 
And again, That there was no need of 
my Suppolition, that the Clergy would 


y 


(4) Vindication of three Miracles, p. 76, 77. = 


1 
„ have more Wit than to proſecute me 
again for this Diſcourſe; for he did not 


know that they had been concern'd in 


any Proſecution of me. And again he 
ſays, If the Civil Magiſtrate thinks it 
«« his Duty to chaſtiſe me for my Sin and 
« Folly, Lam to blame my ſelf, and not 
« the Clergy, till I can prove the Zeal of 
« our Chriſtian Government to be exci- 
« ted by the malign Influence of the 
« Clergy.” Mr. Atkinſon is thus far cer- 
tainly in rhe right ont, that, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, the Clergy are not my Proſecutors, 
but the King, who, in all probability, 
knows no more of my Books than the 
Man in the Moon. But whether Mr. At- 
kinſon could be fo ignorant, as not to 
know the Clerg y were the grand Inſtigators 
to Proſecution, let others judge. If he 
really was ſuch a poor Ignoramus, I have 
no more to ſay : Otherwiſe, his Expreſſi- 
ons above, will be look d upon as the vileſt 
Piece of Hypocriſy and Prevarication that 
can be, 2 utter'd to take off the 
Odium of the Proſecution from the Clergy, 
and to caſt it upon the Civil Government; 
which, whether Mr. Arckinſon believes it 
or not, had never, bur for the Sollicitati- 
ons of the Biſbops, given me any Trou- 
ble. Mr. Ackinſon above, acts the Part of 
the Popiſh Clergy of France, upon the Re- 

C2 | vocation 
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vocation, of the Edit of Nants. After 
that the King, upon the urgent Importu- 
nities of the Clergy, had reſolv'd, to re- 
voke that Edict, the Clergy were for ex- 
cuſing themſelves to the Proteſtants, and 
kying the. Blame only on the King, fay- 
ing, The King was bent and reſolu d on t. 
754.72 could. nat help it; which was 
ſuch Jeſuirical, Prevarication in the Po- 
piſh Clergy, that the Proteſtants could 
not for bear roguing them for it. Mr. 
Atkinſon knows. how to apply this Story; 
which I had not told, but far the Uſe of 
the Biſhop of L. who, upon a certain Oc- 
cafion, could. ſay, that it was not He, but 
the Gapernment that proſecuted Mir. Wool. 
fon, If Mr. Akinſon was really ſo ig- 
norant as he ſeems to be, I ſuppoſe he is 
now of another Mind, upon reading the 
Biſhop of St. David's Dedication; and con- 
vinced that the Proſecution againſt me 
was began and. carried on at the malign 
Influence, 2s he calls it, of the Clergy. 
1 will, here ute, no Arguments for Li: 
berty of Debate, which, Sobject has. ah 
Kauen copiouſly handled, and wants 
nothing, that I can add unto it. But be- 
fore Hö enter into the, Body of the Biſbop”s 
book, and upon 4 profeſs d Defence of my 
Diſcourſes againſt him, let us conſider the 
Mznifeſt Lies, Prevarications, and seh 
' oy 
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Inſinuations in his Dedication, . whereby 
he would move the Secular Powers to 2 
ſevere Puniſhment of me. I will paſs by 


the Motto of his Book, vi. But Feſus 
ſaid unto bam, Fudas, betrayeft thou the 
San of Man. with a Kiſs, Whereby he 
would ſignify and intimate, not. to Scho- 
lars (for they have more Wit than to 
think the worſe of me for his Abuſe of 
Scripture) but to the ignorant Multitude, 
that I am another Judas, a Traitor and Re- 
bel to Jeſus. Commonly Motros of Books 
are ſuited to their Authors, and the De- 
ſign of them; whether the Bzſbop, will 
be: willing to take this Motto to himſelf 


or not, I will upon another Occaſion give 


it- a pleaſant and pertinent Turn upon 
him. At preſent I ſhall only ſay, what 
the Learned wilt obſer ve, that this is of a 
wicked and malicious Uſe and Intention, 
of no leſs, than to create in the Minds of 
the People an Hatred and Deteſtation of 
me. of no other, than by dreſſing me up, 
as it were, in a Bear's. Skin, to excite the 
Ecc leſi aſtical and mercileſs Mob to worry 
and deſtroy me. Such has been the rogu- 
iſh Axtifice of Prieſts of all Ages, to re- 
preſent,” their Adverſaries, whom th 

would deſtroy, under odious and borrow'd 
Names, that their Perſccutions of them 
might 


* 


ä 
might be thought the leſs cruel. But paſ- 
fing this by for the preſent, te 


I. Firſt wicked and wilful Miſrepre- 
ſentation that the Biſbop, in his Dedicati- 
on, has made of me, is that of being an 
Infidel, and an Apoſtate Clergyman. Where- 
fore elſe does he ſay thus to rhe Queen: 
* What is now preſented to your Royzl 
„ View, is an Apologetical Defence of our 
e holy Religion, againſt one of the moſt 
“ virulent Libels on it, by an Apoſtare 
&« Clergyman, that has appeard in any 
« Chriſtian Country; and in Compariſon 
« of which, other Infidels have acted a 
“ modeſt Part.” And again he calls my 
Diſcourſes, © A flagrant Sort of Profane- 
«' neſs, that tramples with Indignity on 
« the Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith.” 
And again he ſignifies, That I am warm- 
ly engaged in ſubverting the Chriſtian 
« Religion, and active in propogating In- 
« fidelity.” This is all wilful and down- 
right Calumny, to incenſe the Queen and 
the Government againſt me. The Biſhop 
knows in his Heart that I am no Infidel, 
but a Believer of Chriſtianity, notwith- 
ſtanding my Diſcourſes on Miracles, that 
have occalion'd ſuch a Clamour againſt 
me. In my Diſcourſes, IJ have repeatedly 
and moſt ſolemnly declared, that my De- 


ſigns 


115 J 
ſigns are not to do Service to Infidelity, 
but to advance the Glory of God, t 
Truth of 5 N and to demonſtrate 
rae 


the Me/ſabſhip of holy  Feſus. If I 

have Lee ridiculed * uitteral Stor 
of our Saviour's Miracles, L have profeſsd 
as often that it was with Deſign. to turn 
Men's Hearts to the myſtical Interpreta- 
tion of them, on which ns fs us's Au- 
thoriry and Meſſiahſhip is fou I could 
collect a great Number of Paſſages out of 
my Diſcourſes to this Purpole, if it would 
not be waſting of Time and Paper. And 
do all theſe folemn Declarations: of my 
Faith, and of the Integrity of my Heart, 
and of the Sincerity of my Intentions, ſtand 
for nothing ? 40 ſhould not my Word 
ere be taken? I can think of no other 
Reaſon, than becauſe ſome other Folks are 
accuſtom'd to diſſemble and prevaricate 
with God and Man in their Oaths and 
Subſcriptions, therefore I may be ſuſpected 
here of Hypocriſy, norwithſlanding my 
Profeſſions to the contrary. 
"Beſides, the Biſbop knows by my other 
Writings, that J am certainly a Chriſtian, 
and a true Believer of the Religion of 
Chriſt, wen I may have ſome different 
Conceptions from other Men about it. It 
has been my good Luck before, not only 
to publiſh more Treatiſes purpoſely and 
— Pro- 


„ 
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profeſſedly in Defence of Chriſtianity, 
than any Bi ſbop in England; but ſome of 
them are of ſuch a Nature, as it's im poſ- 
fible for a Man to write without being a 
Chriſtian,” and impoſſible for him to depart 
from the Principles of them. This is my 
good Fortune and Happineſs, at this Junc- 
ture. The Bifbop has peruſed, J ſee, fome 
of my other Writing, and particularly, 
my Old Apology! for 25. Thich of Cori 
anity revived; and, to his Praife, as well 
as my Comfort be it ſpoken, he appre- 
hends and rightly reliſhes it. And as I 
was well pleaſed with his Repreſentation 
of the Deſign of that Book, from the 
Principles and allegorical Scheme of which, 
he fays (in Twenty-four ;Years ſince) [ 
am not departed”; ſo I would appeal to his 
Conſcience,” Whether a Man, wo wrote, 
as I did then, of the Typical and Antity- 
pal Deliverance of the Jewiſh and Chri- 
ſtien Church, can poſlifly be an Inidet, 
or ever depart from the Chriſtian Faith? 
If the Biſbop, has Ingenuity equal to his 
Penetration into that Book, he muſt own 
and confeſs to the World, that I was they 

and am ftill a Chriſtian,” 3 Man of 60 

and unalterable Principles Rem that Day 
to this. N eee 
The Biſpoy would be "thought, in his 
Preface to enumetate all my Writings; 
” but 


A — o mn, is ‚ OP,” 
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but there are three others, whether wil- 


fully or negligently omitted by him, I 


know not, that are direct Defences of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity ; and there is not a 
learned Clergy-man in England (I hum- 
bly preſume to ſay it) who can read them, 
and not applaud them; If the Biſhop will 
be pleas'd to read one of them, vis; The 
"Defence of the Miracle of the Thundering 
Legion, and ſay it from his, Heart, that [ 
might write that Book, and believe the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Story of that Miracle, and yet 
be no Chriſtian, then I will yield to his 
Accuſation againſt me for Infidelity. _ 
But why do I trouble my felf thus to 
aſſert and vindicate my Belief of Chriſti- 
anity? The Biſhop would readily come in- 
to the Acknowledgment of my being a 
ſincere Chriſtian, but for his Intereſts and 
Prejudices, and other political Conſidera- 
tions, which influence him and the Clzy- 
gy ſo to decry and defame me, that, if poſ- 


table, I muſt be deſtroy'd, or at leaſt have 


my Mouth ſtopp'd. | 

In ſhort then, it is not becauſe I am an 
Infidel, that the Clergy ſo exclaim againſt 
me and my Diſcourſes , but becauſe, as a 
Chriſtian, I have particular Deſigns in 
view, which, if I can compaſs, will tend 
to-their Diſhonour, and the Ruin of their 
Intereſts; and therefore, by — 

an 
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and —ͤ— * will if they can, 
in time put à ſtop to them. The Deſigns 
that, for the Truth of Religion, and Good 
of Mankind, I have in view, and which, 
maugre all Oppoſition, Terrors and Suf- 


ferings, I will purſue to the utmoſt of my 


Power, are theſe three. 
7-olts To reſtore the Allegorical Interpre- 


tation of the Old and New Teſtament, 


that is calbd, ſay the Fathers, the ſub- 


lime Mount of Viſion, on which we 
- ſhall contemplate the Wiſdom and Be au- 
7% the Providence of God ; and behold 


e glorious Transfiguration of Jeſus with 
Moſes and Elias, that is, the Harmony 
between the Goſpel and the Law and the 
Prophets, agrecably to Feſus? s typical 
Transfiguration, And this 1s ſuch a glo- 


rious and beatifick Viſion, that it's enough 


to raviſh our Hearts wich the Hopes and 
Deſires of attaining to it. The old Fews 
ſay, that the allegorical Interpretation of 
the Scriptures will lead us to the ſight of 
God, and convert even Atheiſts, The Fa- 
thers ſay, that the allegorical Interpretati- 
on will be the Converſion of the Jews in 
the Perfection of Time; and St. Auguiin 
ſpeaks of a great allegorical Genius, (e) 


(e) Cum yenerit ergo Elias exponendo Legem Spiri 
paliter, conyertit Corda Patrum ad filips. De Ciuis Dei. 


Lib. XX. c. 29. 
that 
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that will be ſent to that Purpoſe. I be- 
lieve all this, and being convinced of the 
Truth of it, I am much addicted to Alle- 

ories. And it is plain enough, and wants 
no Proof, that the Revival of the allego- 
rical Scheme, which I am fond of, por- 
tends Ruin to the Miniſtry of the Letter; 
and will be ſuch an Argument of the Ig- 
norance and Apoſtacy of our Clergy, that 
it's no wonder they defame, calumniate, 
and perſecute me for my Attempts to- 


Wards it. 


Origen ſays, (F) that litteral Interpre- 
ters will run into Infidelity, which 1s a 
Saying I am well pleaſed with, and there- 
upon will try if I can't turn the Tables 
upon our Clergy ; I'll try if I can't ſhift 
from my ſelf the preſent Load of Re- 
proaches for Intidelity, and lay it upon 
them. What would the Wiſe and the 
Learned then ſay? That the great Bzſhops 
of London and St. David's had caught a 
Tartar. | 

I have indeed ludicrouſly treated the 
Letter of the Scriptures (in my Diſ- 
courſes) which by the {11d Biſhops is 
falſly called Blaſphemy : But ſhould they 
either ludicrouſly or ſedately write ag inſt 
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(f) Litteram Legis ſequentes in Infidelitatem & vanas 
Superſtitiones incurrunt, Is Mats. Tra. 26. 
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Ea 
the allegorical Senſe of them, I could prove 
that to be real Blaſphemy. However, 1 
would not complain to the Civil Powers 
againſt them; no, it's God's peculiar Pre- 
rogative to puniſh that Sin, which ought 
not to be committed to the Care of the. 
2 e | 
But what need I Iudicrouſiy to handle 
the Letter of our Saviour's Miracles? Be- 
cauſe ſome Sort of Stories are the proper 
Subjects of Ridicule; and becauſe, Ridi- 


culum acri fortius & melius, Ridicule will 


cut the Pate of an Eccleſiaſtical Numb- 


skull, which calm and fedate Reaſoning 
will make no Impreſſion on. 
To ſpeak then the Truth in few Words. 
As Iam reſolv'd at any Rate to run down 
the Letter, in order to make way for the 
Spirit of the Scriptures, ſo certainly will 
our Clergy, for their Intereſts and Ho- 
nour, as Miniſters of the Letter, vilify 
and reproach me, and purſue me with an 
implacable Hatred: But I ſhould think it* 
meet for them to uſe a little more Tem- 
per in their Revilings, for fear the Torrent 
of Reproaches ſhould ſometime or other 
turn on them. It is aſſerted and predict- 
ed by the Fathers that, after a certain Time 
of the Church's Apoſtacy to the Letter, 
the Spirit of Life, or the allegorical Senſe 
will re-enter the "Scriptures, to the Ad- 
| h vancement 


be terminated by a Unity of their Inte- 
reſts, when they are all upon the Level 
in the Eye of the Civil Magiſtrate, who 
would chooſe Men to Places of Truſt, not 
for their Faith and Affection to Theolo- 
gical Doctrines, but for their Abilities to 
ſerve the Publick. In this Caſe, Ten thou- 
ſand different Notions in Religion would 
no more obſtruct the Welfare of the Com- 
munity, than ſo many different Nyſes do 
the Happineſs of this City. The Variety 
of their Theological Opinions, would be 
the Diverſion and Amuſement of each 
other; and ſo long as it was out of their 
Power to oppreſs, they could not hate 
one another for them. Such a Tolerati- 


on, 


. 

oh, the Clergy would perſuade us, tends 
to Confuſion and Diſtraction, as if Men 
would go to Loggerheads upon it. But 
this is one of their Miſtakes ; there would 
be a perfect Calm upon it, if ſuch Incen- 
diaries as they are did not diſturb the pub- 
lick Tranquillity. They'll tell us again, 
that ſuch a' Toleration makes Way for 
Diſſoluteneſs of Morals, and would let in 
Sin like a Deluge upon us; but this is 
another of their Errors. Such a Tolera- 
tion would promote Virtue, in as much 
as different Sects of Religion are a Check 
upon each other againſt Looſeneſs of Mo- 
rals, becauſe every Sect would endeavour 
to approve itſelf above others, by the 
Goodneſs of their Lives, as well as by 
the Excellency of their Doctrine. But 
the Clergy will never hearken to ſuch a 
Toleration, becauſe it would be the Down- 
fall of Eccleſiaſtical Power; for which 
Reaſon, among many others, I am 
3. For the Abolition of an hired and 
eſtabliſh'd Prieſthood. And for this, if for 
nothing elſe, I am ſure to be proſecuted 
with Hatred and Violence, and loaded 
with the Calumnies and Reproaches of In- 
fidelity and Blaſphemy : And the Clergy, 
if poſſible, will have my Mouth ſtopp'd, 
and my Hands tied, before I proceed t pa 
ar 
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far in my Labours and Endeavours to this 
End. Ie 
And why ſhould not the Clergy of the 


Church of England be turn'd to Graſs, 


and be made to ſeek their Fortune among 


the People, as well as Preachers of other 


Denominations ? Where's the Senſe and 
Reaſon of impoſing Parochial Przefts up- 
on the People to take care of their Souls, 
more than Parochial Lawyers to look to 
their Eſtates, or Parochial Phyſicians to at- 
tend their Bodies, or Parochial Tinkers to 
mend their Kettles ? In ſecular Affairs eve- 
ry Man chooſes the Artiſt and Mechanick 
that he likes beſt; ſo much more ought 
he in Spirituals, in as much as the Welfare 
of the Soul is of greater Importance than 
that of the Body or Eſtate. The Church- 
Lands would go a good, if not a full Step, 
towards the Payment of the Nation's 
Debts. | * | 

I have promifed the World, what, by 
the Aſſiſtance of God, and the Leave of 
the Government, ſhall be publiſh'd, a Diſ- 
courſe on the Miſchiefs and Inconvenien- 
cies of an Hired and Eſtabliſh'd Prieſt- 
hood : In which it ſhall be ſhewn, 


I. That the Preachers of Chriſtianity 
in the firſt Ages of the Church (when 
the Goſpel was far and near ſpread, and 

| triumphꝭd 
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trium ph'd over all Gppollion of . 
and Gentiles) neither received nor inſiſted 
on any Wages for theit, Pains, but were 
againſt preaching for Hits"; ind, as if they 
had been endew'd with che Sp pirit of Pro- | 
phecy, before an Hireling Prieſthood was | 
*eftabliſh'9, predicted their Abolition, and | 
E. jection ul er Chris Churen. 

l. That fince the Eſtabliſhment of an 
Hits for the Prieſthood, the Progreſs of 
Grone e has not only been ſtopt, ul loſt 
Ground the Avarice; Ambition, and Pow- 


er of the! Clergy hieing been of ſuch un- 
fpeakable Miſchief to the World, as is e- 
nough to make a Man' 's Heart ake to think, 
read, or write _—— 

III. That upon an Abgli * of our pre 


ſent edkablibr Prieſthood, "and on God's 
Call of his own Miniſters, *the Profeſſion of 
the Goſpel wilt again ſpread ; -and Virtue, 
Reliaion” and 1 will more than 


8 
ever flouriſh and abound, 


The Clergy are fore warn'd of my „pe. 
ſign to dablit ſuch a Diſcourſe, 5 this 
is the ſecret Reaſon, whatever openly they 
may pretend, of their Accuſations 251 
me for Blaſphemy and Infidelity. Their 
Zeal and Induſtry will be never wanting 
to prevent the Publication of this Dif- 


courſe; neither need I doubt of Perſecuti- 
| on, 


251 
on, if they can excite the Government to 
it, to that End. 

In my firſt Diſcourſe on Miracles, I 
happen'd to treat on that of Jeſus's dri- 
ving the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temple; which, upon the Authority of 
the Fathers, I ſhew'd to be a Figure of 
his future Ejection of Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons out of his Church, for making 
Merchandiſe of the Goſpel. The Biſhop 
has taken me and that Miracle to task; 
and if ever any Man ſmiled at another's 
Impertinence, I then heartily laugh'd 
when I read him. I begg'd of the Biſhop 
before-hand (g) not to meddle with that 
Miracle, becauſe it was a hot one, and 
would burn his Fingers. But for all my 
Caution, he has been ſo Fool-hardy, as to 
venture upon it; but has really touch'd 
and handled it, as if it was a burning Coal. 
He takes it up, and as ſoon drops it again 
to blow his Fingers; then endeavours to 
throw a little Water on this and that Part 
of it to cool it, but all would not do. The 
moſt fiery Part of it, viz that of its be- 
ing a Type of Jeſus's future Ejection of 
mercenary Preachers out of the Church, 
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(g) In Dedication of Third Diſcourſe. 
"> he 
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he has not, I may ſay it, at all touch'd, 
except by calling it () my allegorical In- 
vective againſt the Maintenance of the 
Clergy which is ſuch a Piece of Corin- 
tbian Effrontery in the Biſhop, that was he 
not reſolv'd to lye and defame at all Rates, 
for the Support of their Intereſts, he could 
never have had the Face to have utter'd. 
If the Biſhop had proved that that Mira- 
cle (which litterally was ſuch a——, as 
] dare not now call it) neither was nor 
could be a Shadow and Reſemblance of je- 
ſus's Ejection of hired: Prieſts out of the 
Church at his ſecond Advent, and that the 
Fathers were not of this Opinion, he had 
knock'd me down at once, As he has done 
nothing of this, ſo he might have fpared 
his Pains in Support of the Letter of this 
Story, But I ſhall have a great deal of 
Divertion with the Biſhop, when I come, 
in a proper Place, to defend my Expoſi- 
tion of that Miracle. In the mean Time, 
as the Biſhop has publiſh'd one of the Ar- 
ticles of my Chriſtian Faith, thinking to 
render me odious for it; fo here I will 
inſert another, viz. (i) © I believe upon 
the Authority of the Fathers, that the 
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“ Spirit and Power of Jeſus will ſoo# en-; 
4 ter the Church, and expel Hireling 
« Prieſts, who make Merchandiſe of the 
* Goſpel, out of her, after the manner he 
is ſuppoſed to have driven the Buyers 
“ and Sellers out of the Temple.” 

Now upon all this, whether the Bi- 
lac modeſtly ſpeaking, has not been un- 
juſt, uncharitable, and inſincere, to repre- 
ſent me as an Infidel, I appeal to all learn- 
ed and ingenuous Gentlemen. I am a Chri- 
ſtian, though not upon the litteral Scheme, 
which J nauſeate, yet upon the allegori- 
cal one. And by the following eaſy and 
ſhort Argument it may be proved that I 
am moſt certainly a Chriſtian. I heartily 
and zealouſly contend for the allegorical 
Interpretation of the Scriptures, which the 
Biſbop allows to be true of me; conſe- 
quently I muſt, and do believe the Scrip- 
tures to be of divine Inſpiration, or I could 
not think there were ſuch Myſteries and 
Prophecy latent under the Letter of them. 
Whether then a Believer of the divine In- 
ſpiration of the Scriptures can be an In- 
fidel (O moſt monſtrous Paradox !) or 
any other than a Chriſtian, judge Readers. 
Nay, if Origen's and St. Auguſtin's Teſti- 
mony on my Behalf may be admitted, I 
am more truly a Chriſtian and Diſciple of 


the Holy Jeſus, than any litteral Schemiſt 
E 2 can 
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can be. Origen ſays, (H) That the Per- 


fection of Chriſtianity conſiſts in a my- 
ſtical Interpretation of the Old and New 
Teſtament, of the Hiſtorical, as well as 
other Parts of it. And St. Auguſtin ſays, 
(D That they who attain to the Under- 
ſtanding of the ſpiritual Signifitation of 
Jeſus's Miracles, are the beſt Doctors in 
his School. The Biſhop underſtands this 
Argument as well as any Man, and there- 
fore I charge it home upon him, as a wil- 
ful and malicious Slander, to call and ac- 
count me an Infidel in his Dedication, on 
purpoſe to incenſe the Government againſt 
me at this Juncture. 

But the Biſhop moreover calls me, as 
above, an Apoſtate Clergyman ; And why 
ſo 2 Becauſe I have deſerted the Minifiry of 
the Letter, and betaken my ſelf to the 
Miniſtry of the Spirit of the Scriptures. 
That's like the Wit and Reaſoning of his 
Pate | The Biſhop is old enough, and has 
read enough to know that Apoſtacy, in the 
Senſe of the Fathers, is a Deſertion of 


— As. 
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(kt) Inveniatur enim in Chriſtianiſmo non minor (ne- 
quid dicam arrogantius) fide Ratio & Enarratio Prophe- 


ticorum ænigmatum, parabolarumque evangelicarum, a- 


liarumque innumerarum figurarum, quz vel in Geſtis 
continentur vel Legibus, Cont. Celſum. Lib. I. 

(i) Quidam corporalia ejus Miracula ſtupentes, majora 
intueri non norunt. Quidam vero ea, quz geſta audiunt 
in © orportbus, nunc amplius in animis admirantur 


Tales nos eſſe debemus in Schola Chriſti, Ia Serm. xcviii. 
the 
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the Miniſtry of the Spirit, and a Falling 


into the Miniſtry of the Letter of the Scrip- 


tures; whereupon I make bold to retort 
upon the Biſhop, and ſay of him, and his 
Epiſcopal Brethren, that they are Apoſtate 
Biſhops. "I TINY WT 

But to humour the Biſbop in his fond 
Dedication, I will ſuppoſe my ſelf to be, 


what I am the fartheſt of any Man living 


from being, an Infidel and Apoſtate; yet 

If. The Biſbop is a wilful Calumniator, 
or, at beſt, an unhappy Miſrepreſenter of 
me, and of other Infidels, ſaying in his 
Dedication, that our Deſign is To ſap the 
Foundation of all Government, and 
That we were purſuing ſuch Methods, as 
have a natural Tendency to introduce Con- 
fuſion. If this was true of us Infidels (for 
now I ſpeak of my ſelf as one of them) 
it behoves Civil Governors to look about 
them, and to puniſh and ſuppreſs us with 
all ſpeed ; and we ſhould be the moſt un- 
reaſonable Men alive, if we complain'd of 
Perſecution, or call'd it hard Uſage. And 
the Biſhop of London, and other Divines 
(like this Biſbop) do commonly declaim 
on the Danger of Infidelity to Civil Soci- 
ety, but this 1s all Eccleſiaſtical Cant and 


Jargon. I thought I had given (n) the 


— 
(m) In Diſcourſe the Sixth. 


Biſhop 
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Biſhop of London ſo much on this Head of 


_ Complaint againſt Infidelity, as I could 


not ſuppoſe. the Biſhop of St David's 
would ever have repeated it. It is true, 
what the Biſhop ſays, that Religion is the 
firmeſt Support of Government, and Chriſti- 


Anity eſpecially lays the greateſt Obligati- 


ons, on Men's Conſciences, of Obedience 
to the Civil Powers. I believe all this, and 
that the better Chriſtians Men are, the 
more quiet, peaceable, and uſeful Sub- 


jects, and the greater Friends would my 


be to the Civil Authority. But does it fo 

low from hence, that we Infidels, becauſe 
we have rejected the Belief of ſome ſyſte- 
matical Divinity, as the Clergy are fond 


of, ſhould conſequently be Enemies to the 


Civil Government, and Foes to the Peace, 
Order, and Welfare of Society? O fie up- 
on the Drawers of ſuch Conſequences | 
We are, I believe, a numerous and grow- 
ing Sect in theſe Nations, though I am 
acquainted with none, no, not ſo much as 
with the Great Mr. Grounds : But I could 
never perceive that any of us, in Princi- 


ple, were againſt Civil Government, and 


the Welfare of the Community; or were 
for Confuſion, for ſetting the People to- 
gether wy the Ears, to the Diſturbance of 
the publick Peace and Tranquillity, No, 


no, our Intereſts in the World, as well as 
other 
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other Men's, oblige us to conſult'the pub- 
lick Welfare; and our Conſciences, from 
the Religion of Nature, bind us to O- 
bedience to Government; and, was it not 
agreeable to our Inclination, the Neceſſi- 
ty of Affairs would force us to be as quiet 
and obedient as are any Chriſtians : And 
I thank God, we have hitherto behaved 
our ſelves very peaceably, clear of all Su- 
ſpicion of Treaſon and Rebellion to any 
Prince or State. The Biſhop hints at Ex- 
perience to the contrary, but it will puz 
zle him to give an Inſtance. One would 
think, by this common Harangue of Ec- 
cleſiaſticts againſt us Infidels, that Chri- 
ſtians, eſpecially the Prieſthood, being, as 
the biſbop ſays, both under the Penalties 
of human Laws, and the ſtronger Impreſ- 


ſions of a future State, were of a Lamb- 


like Nature, and never given to diſturb 
the Civil Authority: And I will own 
the Chriſtian Laity might be acquitted 
here, but for the Clergy, who have been 
repeatedly the Peſt and Bane of human So- 
ciety, the Trumpeters of Sedition and 
Rebellion, and mere Make-bates in Cities 
and Families. And I dare ſay, that if the 
Civil Powers don't curb, and keep our 
Prieſthood in awe, they will upon this 
preſent Occaſion be the Diſturbers of the 
publick Peace, So little Senſe and Truth 


18 
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is there in the ibo s preſent Invective 
againſt us Intidels] If he had not been in- 
fatuated to à Yorgetfulneſs of the Rogue- 
ries of Prieſts, in all Ages, againſt the Ci- 
vil Powers, he could never have inſinu- 
ated ſuch a groundleſs and ſenſeleſs Charge 
againſt us, to the Provocation of the Ci- 


VI Magiſtrate to fall on us. But 


III. The Biſbop calumniates us Infidels 
(for againſt his Conſcience, whether I will 
or not, he will have me to be one of 
them) not only for being Enemies to 
Government in general, Which he will 
have us to advance Principles deſtructive 
of; but inſinvates and aſſerts that we are 
dilaffected to the particular and preſent 
Government of theſe Kingdoms, ſaying, 


that as © we are active in propagating In- 


6 fidelity, we do in the laſt Reſort, not 
« only inſult the Title of Defender of the 
Faith, but undermine the undoubted 
* Right of his Majeſty and his Royal Fa- 
« mily to the Crown of theſe Realms, as 


it is founded on the Profeſſion of Chri- 


« ſtianity, reform'd, and now legally ſet- 
„ tled among us; and therefore Perſons 
4“ of that Character may well be conſi- 
« der?d, as equally falſe to the Author of 
« our Faith, and to the preſent Govern- 
« ment. Therefore in a juſt Senſe of 
„ that Allegiance which is due to the 
« King, 
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« King, and for the Security of your Ma- 
« jeſties, and the Royal Family, and there- 
« by of the Publick it ſelf, as well as out 
« of a deep Concern for the Honour and 
« Preſervation of our moſt holy Faith, 
« the enſuing Treatiſe is now offer'd, un- 
« der your Majeſty's Protection, to the 
« View of the Publick.“ This is all ſuch 
fooliſh and manifeſt Slander, that I can't 
but think the Biſbop mad with Rage and 
Indignation at me, when he writ it, [ 
dare ſxy. the Queen, who is firmly attzch'd 
to the Interefts of the Chriſtian and Pro- 
teſtant Religion, did, when ſhe read all 
this, almoſt grieve for the Biſhop, and pi- 
ty him for his Weakneſs and Ignorance. It 
is a Maxim among all Parties, that Infi- 
dels are heartily affected to the preſent E- 
ſtabliſnment of the State; yea, fo far a 
Maxim, that Facobites and Higb- Church. 
men are apt to accuſe all the well-affe&ed 
to the Government, of Infidelity. From 
none of the Writings or Practice of Infi. 
dels, much leſs of my felf, could the Bi- 
ſbop gather any of theſe his childiſb Sur- 
miſes. The Government, fince the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hano- 
ver, has been twice attempted to be di- 
ſturb'd, and both times by profeſsd Chri- 
ſtians. The Rebellion at Preſton conſiſted 
of Papiſts and High Church men, and tho 
F there 
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there were but few Clergy-men in Arms, 
yet they were join'd with the Prayers and 
Wiſhes of many Thouſands of the Cler- 
gy, and even, as it was ſuſpected, of ſome 
Oxonian Biſhops. Biſhop Arrerbury's Plot 
too conliſted of Rebellious Chriſtians, with- 
out the leaſt intermixture of us Infidels, 
who are the more zealouſly affected to the 
Government, becauſe of the Danger it is 
ſometimes in from the High-Church Cler- 
£y. Away then with the Biſhop's Slan- 
der, which, for all we may be Unbelie- 
vers of Chriſtianity, our Civil Magiſtrates 
will laugh at and deride him for. Bur, 

IV. Another Miſrepreſentction, more 
fooliſh and abſurd than the former, that 
the Biſbop has made of us Infidels, is, that 


we are making way for Popery and Sla- 
1 


very: For thus he ſays of us, Nothing 
« is more demonſtrable, than that thoſe 
„ Adverſarjes (meaning us Infidels) of the 
« Chriſtian Religion, who are now ſo bu- 
* ily employ'd in infuſing Doubts into 
forae weak Minds, in giving an Indiffe- 
rence and Coldneſs to other well-mean- 
ing Perſons, and in making others, that 
are viciouſly inclin'd, actual Proſelites 
to Infidelity, are purſuing ſuch Me- 
« thods as have a natural Tendency to in- 
« troduce Confuſion, and thereby betray 
us into Popgry.” And again he lays of 
F 
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lafidels, That in Conſequence of their 
„ own [nfidelity, and their wicked Dili- 
« gence in ſpreading that Infection, are 
« bringing in upon us the real Perſecuti- 
ons of the Church of Rome; who like- 
“ wife, whilſt they rail fo plentifully at 
the moſt rational Religion in the World 
«* as Superſtition, give great Advantages 
towards reſtoring the inſupportable S- 
« perſtitions of that Communion. Theſe 
are the Perſons indeed that appear in 
« favour of an unbounded Liberty, but 
“God grant it may not terminate in an 
* abſolute Slavery.” Riſum quis tenerat ? 
Who in his Wits could write ſuch Stuff? 
And who without Impatience can read it? 
I was going about a particular Diſſection 
of theſe two Paragraphs, and to lay open 
the Wit, Senſe, and Oratory of the Bi- 
ſhop, to the Contemplation of his Admi- 
rers; but I find it unneceſſary, as well as 
tedious to do it: The very tranſcribing of 
them, and expoſing them to View, is e- 
nough to render him ridiculous. If there 
be no more danger of Popery; Slavery, 
Superſtition, Tyranny, and real perſecu- 
tion from our Clergy, than from us Infi- 
dels, the Nation is ſafe. Infidels find too 
much Inconvenience in the Power, Craft, 
and Follies of a Proteſtarit Clergy; to make 
Way for Popery ; which, as the Biſhop _ | 
| "FA rightly = 
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There are, what the Biſhop ſhould have 


T7 
rightly ſays, is a Complication of Errors, 


thought of, many Proteſtant Prieſts for 
an Accommodation with the Church of 
Rome; and, if I miſtake not, upon ſuch 


. eaſy Terms as this, viz, If ſhe'll but part 


with ſome of her Superſtitions that are of 


no Uſe to her; our Clergy will admit of 


others as will be of Advantage to them. 
But Inftelels are irreconcilable Enemies to 
the Church of Rome, and ſo far from Wiſhes 
and Endeayours to reſtore Popery, that it 
is mere Nonſenſe to charge them with 
either direct or conſequential Deſigns ſo to 


* 


enſlave Mankind. But . 
V. The Biſhop ſays, that we Infidels 
(for I am one it ſeems) labour induitri- 
ou 7 to root out. all Senſe of Virtue and 
Religion among us. This is fad indeed, if 
true ; and very bad Men ſhould we be, 
and deſerving of the worſt Puniſhment. 
But this wants Proof. How does he know 
that we are for rooting out all Senſe of 
Virtue and Religion amongſt: Men? Does 
it appear ſo by our Writings or our Prac- 
tices 2 Does he find in our Books any Ex- 
hortations to Looſeneſs and Immorality ? 
Nothing of this ! am ſure. Is he then fo 


well acquainted with Infidels, as to know 


them to -be of more depraved and de- 
bauch'd Lives than profeſs'd as” 
CE! | or 
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Nor this neither. I have not as yet heard 
that any of my Diſciples. have been 
hang d, lamenting his Misfortune of read- 
ing my Diſcourſes, as What enco 
him to Sin, and brought him to the Gal- 
lows. No, thoſe unhappy People, hither- 
to, die in the Faith and Communion of 
the Church, either of England or of Rome, 
and hope to be ſaved throngh the Me- 
rits of their Saviqur, Neither do I hear 
of any Gentleman, old or young, who 
has given a greater Looſe to his Luſts and 
Paſſions, ſince he read my Books. Such 
News would trouble nme. | 

But becauſe of this Out- cry of the Bi- 
ſboß, and of other Preachers againſt us, 
that we labour induſtriouſſy to root out 
all Senſe of Virtue and Religion amongſt 
Men, I wiſh (for Proof) that Inſdels 
were diſtinguiſhable from Chriſtians, that 
a Compariſon might be made, and the Dif- 
ference diſcern d between them, as to true 
Religion and Virtue, Tho' J am one of 
little Acquaintance with Infidels, yet it 
is my Opinion that, on this Score, they 
may vie with, and, all things conſider'd, 
do ſurpaſs Chriſtians. One would think, 
by the Biſhop's Inſinuation above, that 
none but good People were of his Chri- 
ſtian Faith; and that all Infidels were 
profligate Sinners ; but he knows better, 


and 
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ind what's more, he ſhould have beet 
more ingenuous than to charge Infidels 
with Labours to root out all Senſe of 
Virtue and Religion among ſl Meli, if it 
was but in Regard to that learned Gen- 
tleman who is Nappoſo to be at the Head 
of Infidelity, and who, they ſiy, is as 
exemplary for all ſoci-! Virtues, as an 
Biſbop; and diſlikes Vice and Immorality 
as much as any Saint can do. | 
Whatever be the Virtue and Religion of 
Tnfidels; it is all genuine, natural, and ſin- 
cere; and conſequently more Praiſe-wor- 
thy than that of hired Prieſts, who may 
be ſuſpected of Hypocriſy, becauſe of their 
Intereſts. I heard a wild Spark ſay, that 
he could be as grave as the Hiſbop of Lon- 
don, if he was but as well paid for it. 
Whether he believ'd the Biſhop would 
have been as looſe as himſelf, but for his 
Hire, I can't tell. But this is certain that, 
what can't be ſaid of Infidels, there are 
Prieſts who put on the Face and Form of 
Godlineſs, and want the Life and Power 
of it; who lift up their Hands and Eyes 
unto God, when their Hearts are far 
from him; and were not their Intereſts 
more than their Faith, a Reſtraint to their 
Luſts, it is commonly bel iev'd they would 
be a Company of looſe Blades. 


What 
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What a pother is here of the Danger 
and Miſchief of Infidelity to Chureh and 
State? Do but take away the Cauſe of 
Intidelity , and the Effect ceaſes, And 
what is the Cauſe of Infidelity? Why, 
what Origen predicted, I experience to be 
true, th it the Miniſtry of the Letter is the 
Cauſe of it; and I appeal to Mr. Grounds, 
Whether litteral Expoſitions on the Scrip- 
ture, and the abſurd Doctrines which the 
Clergy have built upon the Letter, have 
not been one Cauſe of his calling into 
Queſtion, the Truth of Chriſtianity,” and 
the divine Inſpiration of the holy Scrip- 
tures? But this is not the only Cauſe of 
Infidelity; there are other grand ones, 
which Dr. Moore writes of, ſaying thus: 
(n) * That Men are exceedingly tempted 
„to think the whole Buſineſs of Religi- 
on is at beſt but a Plot to enrich rhe 
„ Prieſts, and keep the People in awe, 
from obſerving that they, who make 
the greateſt Noiſe about Religion, and 
are the moſt zealous therein, do neglect 
the Laws of Honeſty and common Hu- 
„ manity ; that they eaſily invade other 
Men's Rights; that they juggle, diſſem- 
* ble, and lye for Advantage; that they 


(n) Myſtery of Godlineſs, B. x. c. 2, 
I are 
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_ * are proud, conceited, love the Applauſe 
of the People, are envious, fierce, and 


* implacable, unclean and ſenſual, merci- 
& Jeſs and cruel z care not to have King- 
l doms flow in Blood, for maintaining 

their Tyranny over the Conſciences of 
& poor deluded Souls.” If then there is 
any Danger of any kind in Infidelity, let 
the Clerg y take the Blame and Shame of 
it to themſelves, and not lay that Faulr, 
which is their own, upon other Men, 

But obſerving that Dr. Moore above 


ſpeaks of Prieſts, their neglecting the Laws 


Z Honefty and common Humanity, as a 
uſe of Infidelity, I muſt here do a piece 

Juſtice to Infidels who place the very 
Zr ſence of all Religion (as [ believe the 

ence of Chriſtianity contiſts) in common 
Honey. If they keep to their Principles, 
and act agreeably, they will work ſuch a 
Reformation in the World for the better, 
as the Prieſts of all Ages have not been 
able to do. The Clergy have made ſuch a 
Noiſe in the World about Faich and Doc- 
trine, that the People hardly think they 
need be Honeſt to be good Chriſtians; and 
even many Clergy-men are conceited of 
their being orthodox and ſound Divines, 
though by their Diſhoneſty, Profuſenefs, 


and Neglect of a Proviſion for their Fa- 


milies, 
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2 milies, they have, in the Judgment of (o) 
1 St. Paul, deny'd the Faith, and are worſe 
- than Infidels. EW 977 — 1 
- And thus have I conſider'd the Slan- 
8 ders and Miſrepreſentations of my ſelf and 
f Intidels, contain'd in the Biſhop's Dedica- 
$ tion to the Queen, which entirely is ſuch 
t a Piece of Fury, Railing, and Imperti- 
f nence, as a Man ſhall hardly meet with. 
4 Surely, he was not awake when he ur 
his Dedication, it is ſo like the Dream of 
e diſorder'd Brain, which conſiſts of confu- 
1 ſed Notions, and ſcatter'd Ideas, that are 
a never to be ſo compacted together, as to 
e make. tolerable Senſe, Reaſon, and Truth. 
y If I had not met with much ſuch, flaming 
e Stuff in the Body of his Book, I ſhould have 
n ſuſpected that ſome-body, ore a Foe than : 
8, a Friend to him, had palm'd it upon him, 
4 and | over-perſuaded. him to print it, as 
r, what would recommend him to her Ma- 
n jeſty's Favour. | "Sfx 0 
a Whether he'll merit a Tranſlation to 


pe an Arch-Biſboprick, for this Dedication, 
with me is no Queſtion. For all he may 
take me for his Enemy, I wiſh him tran- 
ſlated, as certainly as the Government has 
tranſported ſome other Folks, who are no 
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(e) 1 Tim, v. 8. | 4 
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more the Bane of Society, Buggs in a 
Houſe, and Caterpillars in a Garden, are 
not a greater Grievance, than ſome- ſort 
of Eccleſiaſtical Vermin in Chriſt's Church 
and Vineyard. 5 lr 

That the Biſhop himfelf admires his 
Dedication, and is pleas'd with it, I don't 
doubt. Like 'as Bears are fond of their 
iul-favour'd Cubbs, ſo the Brats of ſome 
Men's Brains, as well as thoſe of their Bo- 
dies, are pleaſing to them ; and however 


deform'd and irrational in themſelves, are 


hugg'd by them as fo many Wits and 
Beauties. But whether many, beſide the 
Biſhop himſelf, will like his Dedication is 
a great Queſtion. I dont doubt, but there 
may be ſome for Perfecution as well as 


the Biſbop, and fo far may approve of the 


Dedication : But whether there is any 
one that can think, he has not greatly in- 
jured Tnfidels, and made a falſe Repreſen- 
tation of them, for being Enemies to our 


Civil Government, and to our preſent E- 


ſtabliſhment, can't ſurely be queſtion'd. If 
he be not look'd upon here, by all Man- 


kind, as a wilful and malicious Miſrepre- 


ſenter of them, 1 ſhall much wonder at it. 
But what's the Dedication to the Book 

it ſelf, will ſome here ſay? Tho' the Bi- 
ſbop may have made ſome Slips in his De- 
dication, which betray Weakneſs and Ig- 
| norance ; 
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norance ; yet his following Performance 
may be Strenuous. and Nervous, and a 
compleat Confutation of my Diſcourſes. 
I anſwer, that ſuch a Dedication bodes ill 
to the Book; and a Man may as well 
expect to find the inſide of a Houſe beau- 
tiful and richly adorn'd, when the Porch 
and Entrance into it is mean and naſty ; 
as that an admirable: Treatiſe for: Wit, 
Reaſon, and Learning, ſhould follow up- 
on ſuch a poor, ſimple, and infipid Dedi- 
cation. Commonly. Authors take more 
care in their Dedications, than in their 
following Treatiſe z that is, they ſee bet- 
ter to the Accuracy of their Expreſſions, 
the Exactneſs of their Stile, and D 
of their Thoughts; and if they err at all 
in them, it is only in Flattery, and ex- 
ceſs of Compliments on their Patrons. 
Such Care too, after the beſt manner he 
was able, has the Biſhop taken in his De- 
dication above; and whatever his Readers 
and Admirers may think, the Dedication 
is the beſt Part of the Book, The Ex- 
ceptions I have taken at rhe Dedication 
are but ſmall, in Compariſon of the Faults 
I ſhall find and expoſe in the Book it 
ſelf ; which is ſuch a Complication of Im- 
pertinence and Errors, of Rage and Con- 
fidence, and of Calumnics and Reproaches, 
as is not to be equalld; and is fo far 

N 2 from 
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1 from deſerving the Character of a Con- 
. futation of my Diſcourſes, that it has 
done them Service; and will be, after the 
Wl | Animadverſions I ſhall make on it, a Con- 
1 firmation of the Goodneſs, Uſefulneſs, and 
j Excellency of my Deſign in them. 
il I I have not here room to make a com- 
1 pleat Diſſection of the Biſbop*s Work, and 
3 to diſplay its Inſufficiency, in anſwer to 
fl my Diſcourſes , neither was it my Deſign 
Gl! in this firſt Part of my Defence to do it. 
— But however, I will ſpare a Place here for 
1 2 ſhort Character and Repreſentation of 
lf his Performance, which take as follows, 


* « The Biſbop's ſole Aim and Deſign is 
0 4 « to vindicate the litteral Story of our Sa- 
Wi « viouf's Miracles, againſt my rational 
fil | « and authoritative Objections to it. And 
0 « to this Purpoſe he wrangles with me, 
10 % where he can, about the Senſe of this 


WI « and that Citation out of the Fathers; 
M : « and after he has forcd another Senſe on 
. « jt, than the Words do naturally bear, 
5 « then he inſults me for a Miſrepreſenta- 
10 tion. And where he meets with a plain 
Wi A Teſtimony out of the Fathers, which 
i « he can't mangle nor ſtrain to his Pur- 
"i « poſe, he ſilently paſſes by it; tho? he 


. M would have his Readers to believe, he 
* has vindicated the litteral Story againſt 
"ER my 


430 
te my Authorities, and ſhewn that the Fa- 
« thers were all on his Side, 
Ale complains' of my Matilatioris of 
« the Fathers, and of making too curt 
« Citations out of them; which is true, 
« but more to my own Diſadvantage than 
« to his. But, what is Matter of grand 
« Triumph to the Biſbop, is, that I have 
quoted furious Works of the Fathers 

* genuine ones. And here he takes 
great Pains, and waſtes Time and Pa- 
« per, to prove that this and that Book 
« does not belong to the Author under 
« whoſe Name I cite it; and then has a 
« Fling at me for want of Skill in Criti- 
« ciſm. But can the Biſhop be ſo weak, 
« as to think, I did not know when I quo- 
« ted a ſpurious Work? Suppoſing the 
« Book | quoted do not belong to the re- 
« puted Author, but to ſome other Wri- 
« ter, what's that to the Queſtion be- 
« tween us? The Citation is no leſs the 
„ Teſtimony of Antiquity, and it's no 
matter whoſe Name it bears. If the Bi- 
„ ſpap had thought a little on this, he 
„might have ſpared ſome Sheets of Pa- 
f er, which he has in vain waſted, to 

« the Loſs of his Readets Time and Mo- 
$ ney., 

Again, where my rational Arguments 
u againft the . ſeem to the —_ * 
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between an Apple and an * 
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be weak and inconcluſive; there, to 
“ do him Juſtice, he handſomly turns 
& upon me with his Reaſoning, and ad- 


* moniſhes me of my Spitefulneſs againſt 


« the Letter, or I would never uſe ſuch a 
« flight Argument. But where I pinch 
4 and bear hard upon the Lecter, and the 
« Felt is not to be digeſted, there, inſtead 
& of Reafoning againſt me, he makes a 
* hideous Out. cry of Buffoonery, Blaſ- 
« phemy, and Infidelity ; and calls upon 


the Civil Magiſtrate for his Help, or 


* their Religion, and their All is in Dan- 
« ger, through the impious Writings of 
% untoward Infidels. | 

The Biſbop in ſome Caſes gives up 
the Cauſe, and ſeems himſelf to be al- 
« moſt aſhamed of the Letter; and for 
the Maintenance of the Honour of Je- 
* ſus, and the Dignity of his miraculous 
Operation, flies to Allegory ; allowing 
that this and that Miracle might be 
< typical and figurative of ſomewhat elſe, 
& as his Thoughts did ſuggeſt to him. But 
here he diſcovers his poor Talent at Al- 
< legories, ' making no more Reſemblance 
between the Type and Antitype, than 


] am repeatedly charg' by the Bi- 


« ſhop with Infidelity, for writing againſt 


the Letter, tho? I am as grave as a Judge 
„ ; e 


[4] 
gt the allegorical Interpretation; and 
« he can't but khow that Infidelity and 
« Allegoriſm are incompatible. in the fame 
« Perſon. To prove me an Infidel, he 
« ſhould have ſhewn that I meant to pour 
“Contempt upon the allegorical; as well 
« 23 litteral Senſe of Jeſus's Miracles; 
“ but he has not once hinted! at this. A 
* certain great Writer, call'd Mr. Grounds, 
plays a double Game upon the Clergy, 
<« he laughs at the allegorical: as well as 
« litteral Scheme, and diſtreſſes the Clergy 
4 with his Objections againſt hoth. But 
« have not done fo; I really am, or 
« ſeem to be, a ſincere Contender for the 
<« allegorical Senſe. And ro make an In- 


« fidel of an Allegorift, is more difficult 
« and impoſſible than to make a Monkey 


« of a Biſbop. 

« 'The Biſhop, as a Miniſter of the Let- 
e ter, has ſpoken too favourably of the 
« allegorical Scheme; he has treated it 
« with too much Reſpect, both as to the 
« Origin and Uſe of it, and done enough 
« to ſap the Foundation of his Church; 
« for which, I am afraid, hell meet with a 
« Reprimand from his Epiſcopal Brethren. 
The Biſhop of Lichfield is the Man for 
my Money, to write againſt the alle- 
„ gorical Scheme; he tells us, that 

| © (p) St. 
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« (p) St. Paul ſuffer'd. in the Efleem of 
* the Jewiſh Chriitians for his Neglect of 
« Allegories;, and ſeems to be brought in- 
Ml to the Uſe of them againſt his own good 


0 | « liking. And again, (9) It ſeems to have 
14 geen in compliance with Feuiſh (hriſti- 
1 an, who were affected with allegorick 
0 . Interpretations, that St. Paul uſed that 
"a < way. Which is as much as to ſay, St. 


| Paul was more a Minifter of the Spi- 
| rit, than of Inclination he was diſpoſed 
| to be, or, in truth, ought to have been; 
l * and that, if he took upon him the Mi- 
8 j niſtry of the Spirit for the preſent, it 
bi.) was only craftily and politically done 
of him, to catch the Fews in their own 
. Snare of Allegories. He was conſent- 
10 ing that the Preachers of the Goſpel, 
Li! jn future Times, ſhould deſert the Mi- 
N i _ * wiſtry of the Spirit, and betake them- 
| «* ſelves to the Letter of the Scriptures, 
| „ as what is more agreeable to Truth, 
| | and conducive to the Defence and Pro- 
70 « pagation of Chriſtianity. Such a Cyaftſ- 
| “ man was the inſpir'd St. Paul, in the 


« Opinion of the Biſhop of Lichfeld ! 


C 1 "2 
— - 
* 


(p) Defence ef Chriſtianity, p. 347. 
(4) Ibid, p. 353. 
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« However, the Biſhop of St. David's 
« ought to be of the ſame Mind; he ſhould 
te aſſert; that the Miniffry of the Spirit 
©. was all apoſtolical Craft and antient Er- 
« ror; and that the ꝑteſent Generation 
« of Prieſts; being wiſer more learned; 
©« and more ſincere than the Primitive 
4 2nd: Apoſtolical ones, do adhere to the 
« Miniſtry of the Letter. Becauſe the Bi- 
4 ſoop has not gone thus far by much; he 
leaves more room, than he ſhould; for 
the Revival of the Miniſtry of the” Spi- 
« #jt that is, of the ſpiritual and alle» 
« gorical Interpretation of the Scriptures. 
The Biſhop often reproves me for m 
e primitive Interpretation of this and that 
« Text of Scripture, and then palms his 
© own forc'd Senſe on us, for natural 
and genuine, coritrary. to the Judgment 
«* of- all Antiquity, or Fg 
« He is ſo grave, ſerious, and ſedate at 
“ {ome {imple Doctrines and Arguments, 
that his Readers muſt of neceſſity laugh, 
« if not ſcoff at him. Was I ludicrouſly 
© to handle the ſaid Doctrines, my Rea. 
ders would hardly ſmile. Such a wide 
Difference is there between the Levity 
of a Buffoon (as he is pleaſed to call 
© me) and the Gravity of an Aſs, to the 
te expoling of Religion to the Ridieule and 
Contempt of Mankind. | 
| H _ « Laſtly, 
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Lasſtly, He entirely miſtakes the De- 
<« ſign of my Diſcourſes; he knows not 
„ at I aim and drive at. There's one 
% Paradox runs through his whole Book, 
4 vis. That the litteral Story of our Sa- 
6e viour's Miracles muſt of neceſſity be 
4 true, or I ſhould have'no Foundation 
«tb build Allegories upon; which is a 
« groſs Miſtake of other Writers againſt 
eme, as well as of himſelf. Who knows 
< not that the profeſt Parables of Feſus 
<«: have nothing of Letter in them, yet are 
<«»2/ good Foundation for Allegory? And 
« Tet” me tell him here again, that what- 
«ever was true, more or leſs, in the lit- 
ce teral Story of Jeu, s Miracles, there 
js abſolute Neceſſity, for the Honour 
ce. AH Credit of them, to have Recourſe 
« tpithe Myſtery ; or litterally they are, 
« and ſhall be farther proved ſuch 
<:Stories, as I dare not at preſent call 
„ rr rl es art ESR 
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Thus have I given a brief Account of 
the Biſpop's mighty and pompous Perfor- 
mance; like to which he has promis'd us 
another Volume, that I ſhall long for the 
publication of, next Vinter. This my 
brief Account is but introductory to fu- 
ture and larger Defences of my Diſcourſes 
on Miracles; which, by the Help of God, 

4415 * has 21 and 
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and Permiſſion of the Civil Authority, 
ſhall be likewiſe publiſñ d. 
I have not, I fay, room here ſo much 
as. to defend my ſelf on any one Miracle; 
and if I had, I would not do it. For as I 
can't do it without writing in the ſame 
Stile and Strain for which I am proſecu- 
ted, ſo I will do nothing that may be in- 
terpreted as an Act in Defiance and Con- 
tempt of the Power of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate. | I did indeed publiſh two Diſcourſes 
after the Commencement of the Proſecuti- 
on, becauſe I imagined that our Biſhgps 
were more in [Jeſt than in Earneſt ; or if 
their Paſſions were raiſed for the 'preſent, 
I thought, that after a little Conſiderati- 
on of the unreaſonableneſs of Perſecution 
in general, they would cool upon it, and 
drop the Proſecution. But ſince they are 
in Earneſt, and I muſt anſwer to the Ci- 
vil Powers for ſome ſuppoſed Crimes in 
my Diſcourſes, Fl not repeat here the 
of like Acts, but be quieſcent in reſpect to 
r- che faid Powers, to whom Reverence and 
Obedience is juſtly. due. For, tho? I look 
upon the Eccleſiaſtical Power as an U- 
\v ſurpation on the Conſciences of Mankind, 
* vet the Civil is Sacred, is God's Ordi- 
nance, and ought to be regarded as ſuch. 


E, But if I ſurvive the Proſecution, and eſcape 
ad with my Life and Liberty, which-I don't 


H 2 deſpair 


On". 
deſpair of, under ſo wiſe, juſt, and good 
a Magiſtracy as this Nation is bleſsd 
with, the Biſbop may expect a ſtrenuous 
Defence of my felf againſt his weak Al- 
faults on me. 155 ln 
If our Biſhops were any thing Heroical, 
they would ſtop the Proſecution, and let 
the Controverſy take its free Courſe. If 
they had any Senſe of Honour and Repu- 
tation, any Regard for their Learning, 
they would fet any Adverſary of their 
Church at Defiance, and diſdain the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Civil Magiſtrate to puniſh 


him, whom they could not confute, It 


is the Office of the Biſhops and Prieſts of 
the Church, or I know not what is. to 
convert Infidels, to refute Hereticks, and 
by Reaſon and Argument to put to Si- 
lence all Gain-ſayers, Wherefore have 
they a liberal and academical Education, 
but to qualify them for this Work? Where- 
fore do they receive large Revenues of 
the Church, but to oblige and encourage 
them to it? Nothing more unreaſonable, 
than that Men ſhould receive Wages, when 
they don't their Work. What will the 
People ſay hereupon leſs, than that an 
Army of at leaſt Twenty thouſand Black- 
guards of the Church are hired to little or 
no Purpoſe? The meaneſt of the People 
may as well be taken to Church Prefer- 

le a 
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ments, as our reputed learned Divines, 


They can diſcharge other Eocleſiaſtical 
Offices; and when they are diftreſsd with 


an Objection to their r no 


worſe than call upon the Civil Magiſtrate 
for his Aid and Aſſiſtance, But after all, 
I am inclin'd to think our Biſbops, in Ho- 
nour, would for bear Perſecution; but for 
their Intereſts; call'd their All, which de- 
pend on the lifue of this Controverſy. 
However, not to urge the Argument for 


Liberty of Debate any farther, which has 


been already by others treated on to per- 
fe&ion, and will be again reſumed, I doubt 
not, by fome body elſe, on occafion of 
this Biſbop's Dedication, I can't but take 


Notice here how unpolitick, as well as 


unchriſtian, ſome Diffenters are in this 
Controverſy, being, ſuch as Dr. Harris, 
and Mr, Atkinſon, no leſs for Perſecuti- 
on than the Clergy. If they had a Regard 
to their own Intereſts and Liberties, they 
would be ſilent. Infidels (of whom I am 
none) ſhould be conſider'd as Diſſenting 
Brethren, whom they ſhould not be for- 
ward to oppreſs, for fear in time, and by 
degrees, it ſhould come to their own 
Turn. Our Diſſenters indeed, colle&ive- 
ly, are vaſtly numerous, and a potent 
arty, but may truſt too much to their 
own Strength and Numbers. —_— 
5 them 
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them ſeparately, they may poſſibly be Ex- 
tinguiſn'd by 'Eccleſtaſtical Art and Craft. 
If Blaſphemy is a juſt Pretence for the 
Proſecution of me, the Clergy, upon Oc- 
caſion, can urge the ſame Crime againſt 
them. Il tell them a Story. The Cal- 
viniſts and Socinians were once equally 
tolerated in Poland, and if they had been 
faſt” Friends to each other, the Papiſts 
could never have ſuppreſsd them: But 
the Calviniſts:: joining with the Papel, 
and urging them to complain againſt the 
Socinians for Blaſphemy, in denying the 
Divinity of the Son of God, moved the 
Civil Authority to a Baniſhment of them; 
and the Socinians had not been long ſup- 
preſs d, before the Papifts accus d the Cal- 
viniſts. of no leſs Blaſphemy, in denying 
Adoration to the Virgin Mary; and ſo 
they were ſent packing too; otherwiſe 
they might both have enjoy'd their Li- 
berty to this Day. The Application of 
the Story is eaſy. So if all we Diſſen- 
tert from the Church, whether we like 
one another's Principles or not, don't 
hold together for the Preſervation of our 
Liberties, it's eaſy for Eccleſiaſticks to 
feign an Accuſation of Blaſpbemy againſt 
any of us. We have no Security, but in 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of an excel- 
lent Government, which, if the Clergy 
os | ſhould 
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ſhould ever get on the Back of, its hard- 
ly a Queſtion, whether they would not 
drive, Jebu like, moſt furiouſſy. 

But to return to my Biſbop. T'once 
thought he would never have been drawn 
into this Controverſy.” Sometime aſter the 
Publication of my Third Diſcousſe, which, 
for a viſible Reaſon, I dedicated to him, 
and invited him to Battle, I àsk d a digni- 
fy'd Clergg-man, Whether" the Biſho 
would write againſt” me? He anſwer d. 
No: Whereupon I concluded, that he 
had a Scent of ſomewhat, not here to 
be mention d. But my repeated Provoca- 
tions of him er have forc'd him, 
againſt Inclination, to engage me.. His 
Paſſion got the better of his Reaſon, or 
he had been certainly quieſcent: And the 
Violence of his Paſſion: is ſo viſible thro? 
his whole Book, that it's God's great 
Mercy it did not throw! him into à Fe- 
ver and Convulſions, to the Danger of his 
Life and Health. | | 

- T own here again, what I have "I fie 
fore, that I did lay a Trap for our Clergy; 
but little imagined that two ſuch: great 
Biſhops, as of London and St. David's, 
would, to my Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
have been caught in it. If Thad not baited 
my Trap well with n I dare fay, 

they 


jt 
il 
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— would have kept themſelves clear 
or it. 
But when 1 ee '4 the Hard Uſage 
2 1 Bo me upon my Di/- 
urſes, way ” with which they 
2 me, it carpriſed me, and brought 
to my Mind Origen 4 Prediction (0 of 
this very War and Controverſy of the Spi- 
ric againſt the Letter of the Scriptures, 
and of the Violence it would be carried 
on with. For all my Veneration for the 
Authority of the Fathers, I did here ſuſ- 
pect the Truth of Origen's Prediction, be- 
lieving him to be miſtaken, and that the 
Controverſy would be manag'd in a calm, 
detent, and ſedate Manner; and ſo it had 
been, but for the [ntereſts of the Clergy 
that are at Stake in it, which: I was not 
aware of. Finding then the Truth of O. 
rigen s Predittion contrary to my Expec- 
tations, I had the Curioſity further to 
conſult the Fathers about the Iſſue of this 
Controverſy; and they preſently, with 
their myſtical Fingers, pointed to a Pro- 
phecy of it in the Revelations of St, John; 
but, to lay no more at preſent, aſſur'd 


„ Fw | 


(r) Eſt adhuc alia Pugna his omnibus violentior; 
quod ii, 175 uod Legem ſecundum Carnem intelliguyt, ad- 
verſantur is, qui ſecundum ſpiritum ſentiunt, & perſe- 
quuntur eos. In Geneſin Hom, vii. 


me, 
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me, that the Spirit would get the Better 
of the Lecter in the Concluſion of it. 
Thy i am accounted an Infidel, I am fo 
eaſy and credulous a Chriſtian as to be- 
lieve all this; and I thank God have fo 
much Courage in me, as to try the Truth 
=: | 
Bar | muſt obſerve here, that beſides my 
two Biſhops, of London and St. David's, 
Noo lome other inconſiderable Tiflers ) 
there are two anonymous Authors againſt 
me, whoſe Works have acquir'd ſome re 
The One is intitled, The Miracles of Fe- 
ſus vindicated, in Three Parts, If I could 
have gotten to the certain Knowledge of 
the Author, 1 ſhould have been tempted 
to have hid a Bout with him; and to 
have expoſtulated with him, both with Re- 
gard to his Arguments and good Man- 
ners. I would have tauglit him a better 
Uſe, and a more ptoper Application of 
the Words Diſboneſty, and want of Ho- 
neity, than to reproach me with them, 
Common Fame ſays, Dr. Pearſe, of St. 
Martin's, is the Author; but 1 am apt to 
think, the King's Pariſh Prieſt, and other 
City Divines have more Wit and Craft 
than to upbraid me as above; for fear a 
juſt Charge of Diſbonefty, for their Ex- 
tortions and Exactions oh the People, 
| ſhould 
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hould be retorted on them. Up on the 
Publication of the Firſt Part of 1 5 fore- 
ſaid Treatiſe, my Jami Rabbi comes to 
me in all haſte, aying to me, Look 
«you here, do you ſee how this Author, 
« has: new vampt. the old mumpſimus Ar- 
« gument of Feſuss fron (antes Do. 
you obſerve how. imperfectly, here and 
« there, he anſwers, my Objections to it; 
& and age Alps by ſome knotty Pieces 
Jof them, that were too hard for him to 
« untie? Yes, Rabbi, ſaid I. 1 do ob- 
ſerve all this; (and what! have. obſerv'd 
ſince, he argues, .awkwardly and back-. 
wardly, for the Certainty of Feſus's other 
Miracles, from his Reſurre&ion.) My Rab. 
hi. preſently re- inforc'd his Reſurrection- 
Objection againſt this. Author, and would 
ha ve had me to print it. No, no, 1725 
ſaid I; you may print it your, lf, if you 
dare, 'F muſt. wait to hear how,, Cauſes 
will go in V. eſtminſter- Hall, next Term, 
N involve my ſelf in another Law- 
Suit. Beſides, Rabbi, they ſay, {I don't re- 
ally thus correſpond with a Fete, but do 
only perſonate one; and the Biſbop of St. 
David®s hints, that L am anſwerable to 
publick juſtice for ſo doing. Here my. 
my Rabbi ſtampt with Indignation; ſay- 
ing, What if you did perfonate a Jew : 
Is it not lawful, and in Uſe with your 
Divines, 


E 


n 
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Divines, to write Conferences between a 
Chriſtian and a Few,? And do you an 
more in this Caſe ? Yes, Rabbi, (iid I, it 
is lawful to write ſuch like Conferences, 
and to make Jewiſh Objections to Chriſti- 
anity, when they are no ſtronger than 
may de eaſily diſſipited: But when Men 
write from the Heart, as you do, and raiſe 
a D- - 1 that our Clergy can't eaſily lay, 
it is, they ay, intolerable, and puniſh- 
able; and either you or I, in the Opinion 
of the Biſhop, ought to ſuffer for it. 
Tlie other conſiderable ' Treatiſe againſt 
me, is that of The Trial of the Wineſſes 
of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, which is an 
ingenious Piece, and 1 was well pleaſed 
with it. Some time after the Publicati- 
on of this Treatiſe, I made my Jewiſh Rab- 
bi à Viſit, when, drinking a Diſh of Tea 
together, we talk'd it over; and my Rab- 
b; was pleas'd to deliver his Sentiments of 


it in this falhion : © Whoever was the 


% Author, of this Treatiſe, God knows, 
„ but he's certainly a Friend to my Ob- 
« jections againſt  Zeſus's Reſurrection, 
« which he has fairly ſtated ; but is fo 
“ far from fully confuting all of them, 
* that he diſcovers a Conſciouſneſs, here 
„and there, that they are unanſwerable. 
* It is commonly reported that Biſhop 
Sherlock is the Author of this Treatiſe, 

2 1 2 6 but 
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„ but this Report 1 look upon as an Ar- 
« tifice of the Bookſellers, to m. ke it ſell 
4 well; or rather the Auth rs contrived 
« Banter upon the Clergy, and their weak 
ce Chriſtian Brethren, to try how fir th y 
« may ie impoſed on, and drawn into 
. « the Approbation and Admirati en of a 
« Treatiſe, that really makes ag11nit them. 
60 There is but very little in this T. a- 
« tiſe, to make it reputed a lufficicnt Ane 
« {wer to my Objections, excep ig the 
4 Verdict of the Fa. Who b uzüt in 
« the Witneſſ's of the R- Larrection, Not 
6 Guilty, of either Fraud or Milt ke in 
it. Biſbop Sherlock can't be the Author 
4 of this Treatiſe; if for no other Rea- 

« fon than this, that bat Author is viſi- 
« bly againſt that, Eecleſiaſtical Wealth 
and Power, which the Biſhop is poſ- 
« ſeſs'd of, and does think not diſagree- 
« able to the Mind of Chriſt ind his poor 
« Apoſtles. If any Biſhop is the conceal- 
« ed Author of this reatiſc, he muſt ſe- 
« cretly be of the Opinion of the athe- 
« iſtical Pope, who ſajd, quantum nobis 
4 profuit hac de Chriſto Fabula, wht vaſt 
« Advantage has the Story of Criſt been 
4 tous Popes and Biſhops.” I readily gave 
into the Opinion of my Rabbi, and won- 
der d. Biſboy Sherlock did not ſv much as by 
2 publick Advertiſement clear himſelf of 
being 


* 


** 
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being the Author of this Treatiſe, and ſo 


put, a Stop to the Report. It may be the 
25 is above the Scandal of it; but I was 
ſo concern'd for his Reputation, that I 
drew up a Vindication of him from the 
Slander of it; which 1 had publiſh'a, but 
or my Rabbi's farther Thoughts about 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus inſerted in it, 
that our Biſbops might have poſſibly taken 
Offence at. So I dropp'd that Deſign at 
preſent, but hope ſtill for an Opportunity 
to publiſh the ſaid Vindication of the H- 
ſpop, by which, I don't doubt, but to me- 
Tit his Friendſhip and Fayour, 
But whoever was the real Author of the 
foreſaid Treatiſe, I humbly and heartily 
beg of. him to publiſh, what in the Con- 
cluſion of it, he has given us ſome Hopes 
ſurreion of LAzAxus, becaule my 
Rabbi's Objections to it are a Novelty 


of, The Trial of the Witneſſes of the Re- 


and Curioſity, which, by way of ſuch a 


Reply to them, I ſhould be glad to ſee 
handled. . 

But having here by Chance mention'd 
my Rabbi's Letter concerning Lazaru:'s 
Reſurrection, it brings to my Mind a 
Challenge I made to the Biſhop of London 


upon it, vis. () © If he wou d publiſh an 


— 


(0) In Fifth Sire, 5. 67. b. gte 
2 | ; 5 + wn Anſwer 
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& Anſwer to that Letter, and vouchſafe 
me the Pleaſure of à Reply to it; chen 
& (to ſave che Civil Magiſtrates Trouble) 
« ] would ſuffer ſuch” Puniſhment that 
« he in his Clemency ſhould think fit to 
e inflit'on me, for What's paſt.” An in- 
genuous Clergy-man, upon reading this, 
faid, that the Biſhop was bound, in Ho- 
nour, to accept of my Challenge, or, what 
was in his Power, in Generofity, to put a 
Stop to the Proſecution, © But the Biſhop 
is not of his Mind. And for what Rea- 
ſon he does not accept of my Challenge 
is beſt known to hichſelf, and others wil 
conjecture. If he had not condeſcended 
to write agaioſt me in his Paſtoral Letter, 
1 ſhould have imagined, that he thought 
it beneath the Dignity. of One of his ex- 
alted Station in the Church, to ſet his 


Wit (for dignified Prieſts, for the m+ſt 


part, think their Wit and Learning pro- 
portion'd to their Wealth and Power) a- 
gainſt ſuch a poor Author as I am. , Bit 
this is not the Reaſon. It may be, he 
thinks his Reputation and Honour, ſecure 
in the Height of his Grandeur, and that 
his Dependents will admire his Learning 
nothing the leſs for his Neglect of my 
Challenge. However it be, this I will ſay, 
that were we upon the Level in the World 
as to Fortune, as well as we are to Age 
an 
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nd Education, the Learned would de- 
foule him fat declining the reaſonable Chal- 
lenge. of one, whom, he has W 
treated and perſecuted. | It's to no Purpoſe 
10. challenge him here | afrclh ;, he, being 
purpps'd to carry, the Matter with, an high 
Hand, bas jtaken other Meaſures, /,and is 
reſol d 40 make ule of his Power and In 
rereft to ſuppreG hun, whom with Reaſon 
and, Argument he can'txconvince; . | _ , 
et Will here make another Pro, 
polal to the BYſbop: of St. Devid's. Be- 
cauſe. he thirſts after avery, ſevere Puniſh» 
ment of me, gor he would not be ſo warm 
in his Exhoxtations gf the Government 
to that Purpoſe, PII tell him how he may 
gluy his Revenge, and, inflict a greater Pu- 
niſh nent onf me, than, in all probability, 


* 1 


the Civil Magiſtrate will humour him in. 


I, he'll but put, a, Stop, to. dhe Proſecution 
at proſent (which, is not out of the Pow, 
er of our Biſhops, whatever;they. may pre: 
tend) and let the Controverſy go on, till 
Lhave finiſnd my Reply to his ru Fo; 
lumes, which ſhall be done with all Ex- 
pedition; then, if his Paſſion i not al- 
ay'd, I will ſubmit. to any. Punishment, 
he in his Wiſdom and Juſtice, ; without 
Mercy, ſhall think fit to have laid on me, 
whether it be to Death or Impriſonment. 
And what would he, rang Ann gef 
ric 
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Prieſt, defire more? This Propoſal makes 
him my Judge as well as my Accuſer, 
and if he be not the moſt: unreaſonable 
Man alive, he muſt accept of it. All my 
Hopes here are, that his Reaſon may re- 

cover its Dominion over his Paſſion, a- 
guünſt the Concluſion of ny 1 8 or 
it will go hard with n 
will not comply with this Propoſal, I {hill 
conclude, he's poſſeſsd with the only cer- 
tain! and allegorical Satan, mention'd in 
my Diſcourſes ;, and I ſhall be confirm'd' 
in the Opinion of St. Hilary (whoſe Te- 
ſtimonies about Devils, the Biſhop has fi- 
lently paſs'd by, without any Charge up- 
on me for Miſrepreſentation) that there 
are no worſe Devils in the World, than 
the calumniating, furious, and perſecuting 
Tempers of Mankind. The Biſbop, by the 

by, has taken Pains to prove there are o- 
ther Devils, of an infernal, frightful, and 
independent Nature, and of a more cer- 
tain Exiſtence than Hobgoblins ; and he 
gravely aſſerts, that three of thoſe Devils 
enter'd into each Hog, that ran violent! 
down-hill ; thereby making the little 
Pigs to carry as great a Butden as the old 
Boars and Sows, which ſhould have been 
better thought of by him. The Biſhop, 
perhaps, for theſe my Deſcants, will ſay I 
am an Infidel ; but I aſſure him, it is _ 

0 
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of the Articles of my Primitive and Chris 
ſtian Faith, that the old Dragon, Satan, 
the Serpent, or the Devil, mention'd in 
the Revelations, is no other than the fu- 
rious, violent, and perſecuting Spitit in 
Man; which, upon the World's getting 
Liberty of Religion, will be bound and 
chain'd. And it is the Opinion of Thou- 
ſands, as well as of my felf, that Man- 
kind will never be Happy, nor at Reſt, 
till this Devil is exorciſed out of the Prieſt» 
hood, and ſo of conſequence chain'd up. 
According to the primitive Way of inter- 
preting the Revelations of St. John, the 
Time is near at Hand for the binding this 
Apocalyptical old Dragon or Satan, that 
has peſter'd the World through all Ages 
paſt, All the Honour that I defire, is, by 
my Studies and Endeavours to be contri- 
buting to ſo great a Work, for the Good 
and Happineſs of Mankind, 

To conclude. I have been the more ex- 
peditious in printing of this Diſcourſe, 
not only for fear the Biſhop's Vindiration 
(as it is call'd) ſhould have a malign In- 
fluence upon ſome People, I don't mean 
our Civil Magiſtrates, who are wiſer and 
more learned than to be guided by ſuch 
outragious Stuff; but becauſe he ſhould 
not long triumph in a Conceit of the Po- 
| K tency 
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tency and Excellency of his Performance, 
as if no Reply could or would be made 
to it. If I had at this Time enjoy'd free 
Liberty of Debate, I ſhould not have 
thought it worth my while to meddle 
with his Dedication, which with a Scorn 
TI ſhould have paſs'd by, and left to the 
Animadverſions and Chaſtiſement of other 
Enemies to Perſecution; but would im- 
mediately have enter d up on a Defence of 
my Diſcourſes againſt . If I do re- 
9 my Liberty, and the free Uſe of 
my Pen, and ſhould not publiſh Defences 
my ſelf, 1 ſhould deſerve (What one 
ſaid the Biſhop of London, for his declining 
my Challenge, deſervi4)/ to be pifs'd upon 
for a vain: Pretender to Argument and Nos 
thority. nets, F orig /. g 
In the mean time, 1 hive nothing to re- 
queſt of our Clergy, but that Liberty of 
Debate may be indulg'd us; that Liberty 
of theological: Diſputation, "which would 
be granted, if they did not induſtriouſly 

labour to obſtruct it. When will et 
ceaſe to diſgrace Truth, to diſhbnour their 
Religion, and to diſparage their own E- 

ducation and Learning; and no lon 


envy Mankind the bleſſed A of 
duch a . 


But 
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But their Religion, they ſay, would be 

in Danger upon ſuch a Liberty. How 

can that be? How can Chriſtianity be in 

Danger, that has not ny the Omnipo- 
u 


tence of God on his Side, but a numerous 
ſtanding Army of Prieſts, hired for the 
Defence of it? It is not then their Con- 


cern for Religion, that prompts them to ſo 


much Zeal here; but their Fears for their 
Intereſts, that depend on the Iſſue of this 
Controverx. we 

Was I to write againſt any other honeſt 
Trade, that is practiſed in this City, the 
Artificers of it, being ſenſible of the Uſe- 
fulneſs of their Craft, would let me go on 
unmoleſted; and only pity and deſpiſe me 
for the Vanity of my Attempt to ſubvert 
them: But the Clergy, being prickd with 
a Conſciouſneſs of the Miſchiefs and In- 
conveniencies of their Eſtabliſhment, do 
therefore thus winch and kick. 
And who, beſides the Clergy, are at this 
time Enemies to Liberty? None hardly, 
but their immediate Dependents, whom 
they can eaſily infuſe their fiery and furi- 
ous Notions into. Was it to be voted 
this Day among the learned Laity, I dare 
ſay, the Friends of Perſecution would be 
found vaſtly ſhort of the Numbers of their 


Adverſaries. And I hope to God, the Le- 
1m K 2 giſlative 
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giſlative Authority of theſe Nations will 
1538 take the Matter into their Conſide- 
ration; and either limit or. enlarge the 
Bounds of Liberty, that honeſt and well- 
meaning Men may be no longer harraſs'd 
and moleſted, for their lincere Engexvouts 
to ſerve the Publick. 32 0 2 
No Body, I truſt, can complain of any 
diſreſpectful Uſage; I haye here given the 
Biſhop'of' St. David's, that conſiders, how 
he has treated me in his Sermon before the 
Hocieties for Reformation and in bis 
Charge to the Clergy of bis Dioceſe ;, as 
well as in his Vindication, © It would be 
ſufficient, if I had no other Excuſe for 
my ſelf than 2þis, That {Controverſy is 
like a Game at Foot-ball, in which, if a 
Lord will engage with a Plomman, and 
ſhould- meet with a Kick on the Shins, he 
ought not to complain of the ill Man- 
ners of it: So if a Biſbop will diſpute 
with ene of lower Degree, he muſt 
look for a Rub on his Intelle&s, a Rap on 
his Pate, and if his Adverſary cuts him 
on a ſoft Place, he ſhould know how to 
bear it with Patience. But the Biſhop, con- 
trary to this Game- Rule in Controverſy, 
complains (t) of ny es. r be Treat- 
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(t) In "his preface, . 17. 8, ue 
ment 
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ment of him, and cries out of the Suffer- 
ings and Reproaches he undergoes, as if 
he was already more than half a Martyr 
for Religion. I can't pretend to equal him 
in Reproiches and Sufferings, having not 
ſo quick a Senſe of them; and therefore I 
am willing, that good Chriſtian People 
ſhould pity my poor Biſhop, rather than 
me, in a perſecuted and ſorrowful Con- 
dition. wa | 

How long it will be, before I publiſh 
another, and ſecond Part of my Defence, 
is uncertain, for a Reaſon, that I need not 
again mention. But if it pleaſe God, that 
I enjoy Life, Health, and Liberty, Ill go 
on with my Deſigns. I am reſolv'd to give 
the Letter of the Scriptures no Reſt, ſa 
long as I am able by Reaſon and Authori- 
ty to diſturb it, If our Miniſters of the 
Letter will not aſcend with me, the ſub- 
lime and allegorical Mountain of divine 
Contemplation, they ſhall have no Com- 
fort nor Enjoyment of themſelves in the 
low Valley of the Letter, if I can diſquiet 
them. Notwithſtanding what the Bzſhop 
has written in Vindication of Feſus's Mi- 
racles, the litteral Story of them, by the 
Leave of God, and of the Civil bows 
ſtrate, ſhall be afreſh attack'd, and per- 
haps with more Ridicule, than 1 ay 4 
OTC, 
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fore. What ſhould I flinch for ? The lit- 
teral Stary of Jeſuss Miracles is not, in 
the Opinion of the Fathers, as well as of 
my ſelf, agreeable to Senſe and Reaſon; 
neither can Fyſus*s Authority and Meſ- 
ſiahſhip be founded on the Letter of them. 
Fam not for the Meſiahſbip of à carnal 
Jeſus, who cured the bodily Diſeaſes of 
Blindneſs and Lameneſs; but for the Meſ- 
ſiahſhip of the ſpiritual Jeſur, who will 
eure the Blindneſs and Lameneſs of our 
Underſtaudings. I am for the Meſſiahſhip 
of the ſpiritual. Jeſus, who will expel the 
5 mercenary Preachers out of his Church, 
after the manner that Feſus in the Fle 
is ſuppoſed: to have driven the Sellers out 
of the Temple, which litterally is but a 
ſorry Story. Jam for the Meſſiahſhip of 
the ſpiritual Jeſus,” who exorciſed the fu- 
rious and perſecuting Devils out of the 
Mad-men of Fews and Gentiles ; and tho 
he permitted them to enter into a Herd of 
Eccleſiaſtical Swine, yet will precipitate 
them into the Sea of Divine Knowledge. 
Jam for the ſpiritual Feſus, who will 
cure the Woman of the Church, of her 
Iſſue of Blood, that is ſhed in Perſecution 
and War; which her Eecleſiaſtical Phyfi- 
cians, and Quiack-Do@ors of the Clerg y, 
have not been able to do, tho' they have 
received 
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received large Fees and Revenues to that 
End. I am for a ſpiritual Meſiab, who 
will cure the Woman of the Church of 
her Infirmity, at the Spirit of Prophecy, 
of whoſe Infirmity this Age is her eig h- 
teenth Year. So could I write of all Je- 
ſus's Miracles; for the whole Evangeli- 
cal Hiſtory is Figure and Shadow of the 
ſpiritual Feſus, whom we ſhould know to 
be in us of a Truth, unleſs we be Repro- 
bates, The Clergy, if they are not wil- 
fully blind, may hence ſee my Chriſtian 
Faith and Principles; and be affured, that 
what I do in this Controverſy, is with a 
View to the Honour of God, the Advance- 
ment of Truth, the Edification of the 
Church, and Demonſtration of the Meſ- 
ſiahſhip of the Holy Jeſus, to whom be 
Glory for ever. Amen. 
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